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During Daniel’s time serving King Nebuchadnezzar, the king had a strange dream about a 
great man made of different metals. No one in the court—all the magicians, soothsayers, 
and otherwise-smart people—could tell Nebuchadnezzar what this dream meant. Except 

Daniel. What did each part of the statue mean? The Bible tells us in Daniel 2:36-45.

HEAD OF GOLD
represented Babylon,  the most powerful, rich kingdom at that time. This is why it is gold.

BREAST AND ARMS OF SILVER
represented the next kingdom, Medo-Persia. Just as silver has less value than gold,

Medo-Persia would be less powerful than Babylon.

THIGHS OF BRASS
stood for Greece. This nation conquered Medo-Persia under the leadership of
Alexander the Great. Just as silver is less than gold, bronze is less than silver.

LEGS OF IRON
stands for Rome. The Roman Empire was a strong, powerful nation that ruled much

of the world after Greece. It was the empire in charge when Jesus was on earth. 

FEET OF IRON AND CLAY
represents Europe. Rome lost power. The tribes that caused Rome to fall and divide
became the nations of Europe. These tribes eventually became countries we know

today as Great Britain, France, Germany and Spain.

THE IMAGE IN DANIEL 2

Daniel was probably 
good-looking. The 
Babylonian court didn’t employ 
just anyone. You had to be 
pretty handsome to have a place 
there. King Nebuchadnezzar 
valued physical appearance 
(Dan. 1:4).

Daniel was blessed with 
a great brain. All the captives from Jerusalem went through 
intense study. Daniel and his friends made choices that found 
them to be 10 times wiser than everyone else (Dan. 1:20).

Daniel’s righteousness is well-known. He was faithful in 
what he believed. He refused to eat the king’s food he felt 
wasn’t good for him (Dan. 1:8). He continued to pray to 
God, not the king—for everyone to see (which put him in 
danger) (Dan. 6:13). He was a great example to others.

The Bible has nothing bad to say about Daniel. Other Bible 
greats had issues: Abraham, Moses, David, Noah, even Job. 
But you read nothing bad in the Bible about Daniel. Even his 
enemies couldn’t find anything bad about him. All they could 
do was make it illegal to obey his God (Dan. 6:4, 5).

Daniel had another name. Daniel was his given Hebrew 
name. His Babylonian name was “Belteshazzar,” which 
means “Bel, protect him.” Bel was the name of a 
Babylonian god, but we know that God was really 
protecting Daniel the entire time.

The story of Daniel you may know best is the one where he is 
thrown into the lion’s den. Certainly, Daniel was courageous for 
standing up for his belief in his God, brave in the face of danger, 

and had wisdom from God. But 
there is more to know. Check out 
the facts below to learn more 
about this great Bible hero. 
Then when you’re done, 
spend some time with 
our special feature 
about the statue in 
Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream including a fun, 
interactive experience. 
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This can be a very hard subject to understand. Many grown-ups don’t fully understand all that is 
meant by this statue. To learn more, a good place to start is with your pastor or Bible teacher.

Have you ever wished you could 
jump right into a Bible story and 
experience it yourself? Today’s 
technology allows you to do 
that if you have a iPhone, iPad 
or computer. See what Daniel’s 
statue might have looked like 
in three dimensions by visiting 
at.kidsview.com.

When you augment something it 
means you added something to it. 
Augmented reality something flat 
and makes it 3-dimensional. Take 
a look at how the statue at the left 
comes to life. Make something 
boring, look interesting!

TRY THIS!

WHAT’S AUGMENTED REALITY?


